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Guest Readers Read to First Graders  

 

Mrs. Collins' 2nd grade class kicked off Read Across 
America / Read Around Our School. They completed a 
red or white strip with their name and the title of a book 
they read. The strips went in the hallway, beginning at 
the library and circled all the way around the inside 
square of our school. For the month of March, 330 books 
were read by our students and staff and strips were dis-
played. Students were anxious to stop in the library and 
write down what they had read. Keep on reading, Blue 
Ridge! 

"You can find magic wherever you look, Sit back and re-
lax, All you need is a book." --Dr. Seuss 

Mrs. Nolen’s Read Around Our School Activity 

First grade celebrated Read Across America week with daily guest readers.  Members of the 
community and school division shared their favorite books with first graders.  Mrs. LuAnne Hill, 
Mrs. Shepherd's mother, kicked off the week and read Green Eggs and Ham to the students on 
Monday.  Mr. Zane Childress, counselor, read to the students on Tuesday.  Students were     
delighted with Mrs. Clement as the guest reader on Wednesday.  Mrs. Clement read her favorite 
Dr. Seuss book, as well as a favorite book of her children, Madeline.  She brought Madeline to 
life by dressing as the character Madeline as she read the book.  Thursday's guest reader was 
Dillon Dalton, Mrs. Dalton's son.  Dillon read his mom's favorite Dr. Seuss book while the     
students enjoyed a "Seuss" trail mix snack.  The week of guest readers concluded with a visit 
from Dr. Cyndi Williams, assistant superintendent of instruction for PC schools.  Dr. Williams 
read her childhood favorite of nursery rhymes as well as discussing all the different types of 
books that readers can enjoy.  It was a wonderful week and first grade wants to thank all the 
guest readers for taking the time to share.    



Jr. Beta held its 2017 induction ceremony on March 15, 2017.  The 
theme of the ceremony was "Luck," based on the St. Patrick's Day 
holiday.  Jr. Beta officers led the ceremony.  Officers used the 
letters of "Luck" to explain the pillars of Jr. Beta: L for leadership, 
U for understanding, C for character, and K for knowledge.  New 
members were recognized one at a time to receive an official     
certificate and a Beta pin.  The ceremony concluded with refresh-
ments.   

New Beta Members Inducted  

Second grade students made books and 
habitats for their PBAs in March.  The 
habitats included grasslands, forest, and 
freshwater.  The students did an awesome 
job! 

Second Grade Habitat PBA 

During the math unit on measurement, stu-
dents practiced measuring to the nearest 
inch, 1/2 inch, 1/4 inch, and 1/8 inch using a 
U.S. Customary ruler. Students measured 
various items to practice this new skill. 
They worked in pairs to measure chalk, pen-
cils, the math textbooks, index fingers and 
foot width. The fifth grade students have 
learned many different concepts associated 
with measurement.  When you see a fifth 
grader, ask if he or she knows about King 
Henry. 



Band News 

Spring Concerts 

5th Grade – The 5th grade band had their final performance of the year at the STREAM Fair on Monday, March 
20. They did an amazing job, and I am so proud of all of their hard work this year! 

6th/7th Grade – Thursday, May 4 – PCHS Auditorium at 6:30pm. We will have a full rehearsal after school that 
day at PCHS to prepare for the concert. Pizza will be provided for dinner. Permission slips have already been sent 
home. 

Summer Band Camp 

All students currently in band are encouraged to attend summer band camp this year!  It will be held at PCHS in 
the band room the week of June 19-22 (the week before 4H camp).  Mr. Joseph Whitt (PCHS band director) and 
several of the high school band members will be assisting with the camp this year!  This camp offers a chance for 
students who wish to grow on an individual and collective musical level.  Camp is FREE and transportation will be 
provided to PCHS! I will be sending home registration forms before SOLs start.  If you would like your child to 
participate and you do not receive a registration form please contact me to register them at                             
Julie.brown@patrick.k12.va.us. Thanks! 
   
      Julie Brown 

March Madness for BETA  

Best Nonfiction 

Ithaca Vaught 

Best Fiction—Hungry Caterpillar 

Miranda Epperson 

 

Best Group—Seuss Fish 

Taylor Smith, Allison Shelton, 
Zach Foley, Colby Hubbard 

Jr. Beta would like to say thank you to all the 
students and staff that supported our March 
Madness community service project for the Pat-
rick County Bookmobile.  It was a great project 
and we raised $333 for the bookmobile.  Our 
project ended on Friday with a contest for the 
most creative book character shirts/outfit.  
Congratulations to our winners! 

 

mailto:Julie.brown@patrick.k12.va.us


Mr. Mark Dawson Visits During Agricultural Literacy Week  
Virginia Farm Bureau volunteers read to elementary students 
across Virginia during the week of March 6-10.  Mark Daw-
son, Virginia Farm Bureau representative, read to first grade 
on Wednesday, March 8th . 
  

This year’s book was “Sleep Tight Farm”.  Mr. Dawson 
gave books to each K-3 classroom and the library. 
 
Thank you Patrick County Farm Bureau for donating 
the books and Mr. Dawson for visiting our class.  
 
 

Parent SOL Night  

Thursday, April 6, 2017 

5:30—7:00 pm 
3rd through 7th grade parents and students are all invited to our Parent SOL Night.  
This night offers the parents a chance to meet with their child’s teacher to get key 
information for the upcoming SOL test.  There will be take home packets and inter-
net resources that your child can use for extra help at home.  Pizza and drinks will 

be able for all and babysitting (movie in the library) for younger siblings will also be provided.  Please 
return the flyer sent out earlier this month with the number that will be attending with your family.  
This is a wonderful opportunity for students and their parents to get SOL information!  We hope to 
see you there! 

Semi-Formal Luau 

 

Friday, April 21 

 

3 to 5 pm 

 

Tickets are $5 

 

Students in grades 4-7 are 
invited 

Don’t forget to sign up for our annual 5K/10K run/
walk event in Kibler Valley on June 3rd.  You must be 
registered by May 5th to be guaranteed a shirt.   It’s 
an awesome event for the whole family!  Bring your 
lawn chairs and cheer your favorite walker/runner on 
as they cross the finish line!  Hotdogs and refresh-
ments will be available again this year.  A registration 
form is available in the office or you can register 
online at gosportstiming.com under the event sched-
ule.   If you have any questions please contact the 
school.   



Blue Ridge Elementary School recently held the Annual STREAM Fair Gallery Showcase. Student pro-
jects in the areas of science, technology, reading, engineering, arts… both fine arts and performing 

arts, and math were displayed throughout the building on March 20. During this event, students dis-
played, presented, and stood by their exemplary STREAM fair projects or Project based assessments 
from the year.  Parent and community members had the opportunity to walk throughout the school and 
classrooms to view other projects. 

Colonel Dunlap, reporter for WHEO radio station, toured the gallery and included student interviews 
for the 1270 AM radio station. 100% participation was exciting to see at the gallery. Unique projects 
included: Kindergartens’ engineering projects of a bridge to hold the Troll from “Three Billy Goats 
Gruff”, aquatic and terrestrial habitats from second graders, layers of the earth from third graders. 
The themed book t-shirts displaying main idea were a hit from first graders.  Wyatt Heath’s life like 
werewolf and cage were quite a thrill as well. Seventh graders’ videography project of a Benjamin Drag-
on excerpt from their favorite author C.G. Cooper was phenomenal. It was complete with a bulletin 
board! 

Below is a list of all the winners, but everyone was a winner for completing such awesome projects! 

Science 

2-3 1st Elyjah Jenkins & Bronson Edwards    2nd Addisyn Hall & 
 Savanah Wright    3rd Landon Roberts & Madison Fain 

4-5 1st Seth Beasley  2nd Kaden Shepherd 
 3rd Eliza Clifton 

6-7 1st Irene Smith  2nd Chloe Wright 
 3rd Brent Hawks 

Technology 

6-7 1st Lillian Estep  2nd Geona Jenkins 
 3rd Allison Shelton 

Reading 

K-1 1st Jason Shepherd and Caleb Clement    2nd   Lilly Bowman 
 & Ethan Justice     3rd    Josiah Easter & CJ Gwynn 

2-3 1st Calvin Lancaster  2nd  David Lawson 
 3rd Novella Nester 

6-7 1st Kelly Childress 2nd Hali Napier   3rd Isabel Gonzales  

Engineering  

K-1  1st place – Bronx Beasley 2nd Kash Puckett, Gage 
 Whitaker, Fisher Colna 3rd Ayden Bowman 

4-5 1st Colt Easter  2nd Ryver Woodson 
 3rd Nate Large 

6-7 1st Jimmy Cole 

Art 

2-3 1st Kelly Rubio 2nd Ginny Nations 3rd Lacey Easter 

4-5 1st Pasidee Craft 2nd Lance Overby  

 3rd Ananiah Jenkins 

6-7 1st Wyatt Heath 2nd Carrigan Morrison  
 3rd Cheyenne Pack & Natalie Nester  
 

Math 

4-5 1st Miranda Epperson 

6-7 1st Mack Edwards 

STREAM Fair Gallery Walk 
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